
 

   
 

 

   
 

April 17, 2020 
 
Governor Charlie Baker 
Secretary Marylou Sudders 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
State House



 

   
 

 

   
 

the state, more than 60% of cases and deaths are missing this data, leaving major gaps in our 
understanding. The Public Health Order of April 8th clarifies that health care providers should 
make every effort to collect race and ethnicity.  It also states that DPH will issue guidance to 
those entities ordering and providing tests, yet this guidance has not yet been released. The 
order was issued 8 days ago, yet the percentage of cases with missing race/ethnicity data has 
not improved significantly. It is essential that the Administration provide more resources and 
guidance – and most importantly, urgency – to improve these numbers. 
 

● Include additional demographic factors in data collection and reporting, so that we can 
understand the full scope of potential inequities. Past experience and anecdotal evidence 
strongly suggest that inequities are present across other demographic factors, including socio-
economic status, disability, language, and occupation and industry, among others. Without 
these data, we are in the dark about the nature of these inequities and therefore limited in our 
ability to take strategic action. 

 
● Provide testing numbers by municipality, disaggregated by race/ethnicity and other 

demographic factors. Current reporting only provides insights into confirmed cases and deaths. 
However, we are concerned about equitable access to testing, particularly in communities of 
color. We ask that you provide the number of tests conducted by municipality of residence, and 



 

   
 

 

   
 

Sandro Galea, MD,  

Dean, Boston University School of Public Health 

Co-Chair, Task Force on Coronavirus and Equity   

 

Ken McDonnell, 350 Central Mass 

Anna Leslie, Allston Brighton Health Collaborative 

Sofia Owen, Alternatives for Community & Environment 



 

   
 

 

   
 

Enid Eckstein, Jamaica Plain Progressives 

Mohammed Missouri, Jetpac 

Cindy Rowe, Jewish Alliance for Law and Social Action 

Jessica Andors, Lawrence Community Works 

Chrissy Lynch, Massachusetts AFL-CIO 

Elana Brochin, Massachusetts Association of Community Development Corporations 

Jamie Berberena and Lissette Blondet, Massachusetts Association of Community Health Workers  

Michael Hugo, Massachusetts Association of Health Boards  

Kelly Turley, Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless 

Jodi Sugerman-Brozan, Massachusetts Coalition for Occupational Safety and Health  

David Stevens, Massachusetts Councils on Aging 

Winton Pitcoff, Massachusetts Food System Collaborative  

Amy Grunder, Massachusetts Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy Coalition 

Maryanne Bombaugh, MD, MSc, MBA, FACOG, Massachusetts Medical Society 

Carlene Pavlos, Massachusetts Public Health Assocation 

Carolyn Villers, Massachusetts Senior Action Council 

Beth Huang, Massachusetts Voter Table 

Jessica Wilson, Mill City Grows 

Jamie Klufts, National Association of Social Workers - MA Chapter 

Andrea Nyamekye, Neighbor to Neighbor Massachusetts  

Rosemary Wessel, No Fracked Gas in Mass 

Jennifer Lemmerman, Project Bread 

Jonathan Cohn, Progressive Massachusetts 

Jessica Collins, Public Health Institute of Western MA 

James Michel, Resist the Pipeline 

Chrystel Murrieta Ruiz, SEIU, 32BJ 

Deb Pasternak, Sierra Club Massachusetts 

Shelley White, Simmons University Master of Public Health Program 



 

   
 

 

   
 

Claire Miller, Toxics Action Center 

Pamela Schwartz, Western MA Network to End Homelessness 

Jean McMurray, Worcester County Food Bank, Inc. 

 

 


